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20th March 2020
Dear Parents & Carers,
Important information regarding pupil attendance from Monday 23rd March
Firstly, thank you for the very supportive approach that you have taken during these
exceptionally challenging times. I appreciate too that you have not bombarded us with daily
queries. Downs View will remain at the heart of your child’s education and care whether your
child is attending or not over the coming weeks, certainly through the activity pack system and
the daily teacher contact. We are a strong community and we will get through this.
As I mentioned in my last letter, if your child is not in school, your class teacher will phone you
every day for a maximum of 15 minutes (subject to them being well of course and not during the
Easter holidays from the 4th-19th April). In the event that the teacher is ill, a deputy will make a
short call. We will periodically send out further activities if you need them. Please discuss this
with your class teacher when they call you.
During this period we will continue to closely adhere to our safeguarding and child protection
obligations and processes, especially for any pupils who are on a plan of any sort. We will be in
regular liaison with our social care colleagues.
As you know, from Monday all schools are opening according to a nationally set priority.
Special opening from Monday for the children of key workers and those entitled to specialist
support
It is critical to note, however, that this provision should only be taken up if there are no other
alternatives (see guidance). The government wants all pupils to stay at home if at all
possible to minimise any risks to pupils, staff and the community from the spread of
infection. Attendance at school and college should only be in circumstances where it is
essential.
Although all our children and young people have EHCPs, many are medically vulnerable. The
government has made it clear that medically vulnerable children and people (eg pupils, staff,
partners of staff, grandparents) need to socially distance/isolate for 12 weeks. It has been
made clear that headteachers need to assess the medical risks for all, including vulnerable
pupils to determine if they should come to school. Members of the leadership team will call you
personally tonight if your child has to stay at home.
At the moment we are hoping to provide full time provision for all pupils next week – subject to
having sufficient staff all week.
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Critical / Key workers
At midnight, the government published a list of those parent / carers who are entitled to send
their child to school. The link below provides specific details:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintainingeducational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-onmaintaining-educational-provision
We are grateful to all of these key workers who are looking after us all. Downs View will
continue to do all it can to ensure that we provide education and care for our pupils who the
government identifies as needing to be in school. This will need to be a focus if we are unable
to get sufficient staff in order to open in full, ie critical staff priority. In that eventuality for others
we will potentially have to look at part time arrangements if necessary.
We will be in regular contact with other important pieces of information over time. We are
especially mindful of those families that are entitled to Free School Meals support and
arrangements are being put in place to help such families each day if your child is not in school
or college.
If you have any immediate concerns, please contact your Head of Site or me via email not
telephone please. Our email addresses are on our website. We will also be posting key
messages on our website and through School Ping.
Whilst for many of you we will be ‘closed’ we are in no way closed in terms of our ongoing care
and support. Take care and keep well – importantly, keep social distance during this difficult
time to prevent the spread of the virus and keep the NHS functioning for those that need it.
With my very best wishes,

Adrian Carver
Headteacher.
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