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_____________________________________________________________________________________
12th June 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I think it has been a trickier week for us all with the change in the weather. I am sure it has had
an effect so I hope that the sun shines for you all this weekend and next week!
It has been a very busy and productive week and we had a very successful meeting with staff
representatives, the leadership team and Governors/Trustees on Wednesday to agree the
organisational risk assessment for broader opening. This detailed documentation was refined in
order to enable us to gradually broaden our population again in the context that the wider
community now has more freedoms, which, does elevate the risk for us as an organisation and
you as families. We do now though have a very clear mechanism for managing risks.
So that you as families, whether currently attending or needing a place soon, can understand
the context of broader opening, I have attached the organisational risk assessment for DV
Woodingdean. This will give you a clear sense of the risks involved in pupils attending.
What is clear though is that where pupils do return to school or college, it will not be ‘normal’ as
it used to be. The staff available, the rooms in use, the activities we can provide, the limited
numbers of pupils able to be in a small group in one room with physical distancing of 2 metres
in place will all mean that pupils are likely to be anxious and experience a different school or
college reality. With splitting groups they will not necessarily be with a known adult. It is also the
case that we only have a set number of rooms across the organisation (51 classrooms in total)
and some pupils will need a room to themselves in order to ensure distancing.
There will continue to be gradual readmission of pupils but only in small numbers. The SLT
today have agreed a model for the criteria to assess priorities for families for readmission over
time and over the coming weeks. This will continue to be gradual but there is no doubt that after
12 weeks, many more of you will need further support and so we will need to provide more
capacity to support you. As has been the case for a while, any new admissions (unless for
safeguarding or full time key worker roles) the pupils have been returning part time only.
To facilitate a start to broader opening, we will be reopening the Link College for the current
DVLC students attending DVW plus a limited number more high priority students from Monday
22nd June. This is possible too because BHCC have agreed that as of 15th June they feel it is
sufficiently safe for primary schools to start broader reopening.
It is important to note that neither DV Hollingdean nor the Life Skills College will be opening as
sites on 22nd June. As yet I have not made a decision about reopening those sites.
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However, so that the leadership team, governors and trustees have a clear sense of current and
future need, given we have limited capacity even with all 4 sites open, I am attaching a form for
you to complete ASAP and by Wednesday 17th June at the latest. Existing families whose child
is already attending Woodingdean do not need to complete the form. I need clear information
with which to create a plan for broader opening. I therefore need you to be very clear about the
answers to the questions in the form.
The questions are:
1. Do you want a place as soon as one can be available (not before week beginning 22nd
June)?

2. If you do not want a place ASAP, do you want one from 6th July or in September?

3. If not any of these dates, when would you want a place?

4. If you want a place ASAP, what are your very specific reasons for needing one?

Thank you in advance. I hope you are well and that you have a good weekend.
Take care,

Adrian Carver
Executive Headteacher

