Downs View Newsletter
Friday 17th December 2021
General Information Newsletter: No.3
Dear Parents and Carers,

Term Dates
Spring Term
4th Jan-11th Feb
21st Feb-8th Apr
Summer Term
25th Apr-27th May
7th June-20th July
INSETS
Monday 6th June
Thursday 21st July
Pupil Progress
Meetings
DVS - Weds 26th Jan

We are nearly at the end of term and it has been
lovely to see all of the Christmas activities that
have been happening across the sites. As you
will see from the photos in this newsletter,
despite the impact of Covid our young people
have still enjoyed the activities that were able to
take place.
I also hope you have been able to watch the Christmas video that
was sent out to our school families earlier in the week. It was
lovely to see so much joy and happiness and some beautiful singing too!
We currently have a vacancy for a parent/carer governor. Please
feel free to get in touch if you are interested or would like some
more information. Please look out for further details which will be
going out in January.
I hope all of you stay well over the break and I hope those families
that are currently unwell recover quickly.
School and College starts again on Tuesday 4th January and we
look forward to seeing you all then.
Wishing you a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Best wishes,
Vanessa
Absence From School/College
If your child is going to be absent from school/college please call on the
numbers below and leave a voicemail before 8am. It is important that
you do this so that we can arrange safe staffing levels for every class.
School -01273 601680
Link College— 01273 558622
Life Skills - 01273 551028

Downs View School
Primary
Dear parents and carers,
Our young people and staff have had the opportunity to take part in many
activities, including the Christmas lunch, the Panto, the Polar Run, art and other Christmas festivities.
Big thank you to everyone for your support this year and wishing you all a
lovely Christmas!
See you in the New Year.
Best wishes,
Bea Freeborn

Badgers class enjoying the
Polar Run and other festive
activities.

Downs View School
Warren Road
Woodingdean
BN2 6BB

Tel: 01273 601680
Email: office@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk

Downs View School
Primary

3LS enjoying the festive
activities.
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Downs View School
Secondary
Hello All
We have made it to the final week of term and I’m sure that you are all looking
forward to breaking up for the holidays and spending some time with family
and friends. Although we haven’t been able to host audiences, I hope you all
enjoyed the children's Xmas video as much as they did making it. I would like
to say a huge thank you to all of the staff and students for their great work this
term. Happy holidays and see you all in January.
Best wishes
Jackie Hutchings

3J getting ready for and
taking part in the Polar
Run. We all had a great
time!

Downs View School
Warren Road
Woodingdean
BN2 6BB

Tel: 01273 601680
Email: office@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk

Downs View Link College
Hello everyone,
We have had a busy term at DVLC and are looking forward to the Christmas
break. Thank you to the students for working hard, adapting to changes and for
engaging well in their learning. I would also like to thank staff for their hard work
this term.
This month, we participated in Christmas Jumper Day and raised £60 at DVLC.
Students and staff enjoyed Christmas Dinner at college on Wednesday 15th December and we also all enjoyed the end of term Christmas assembly via Zoom on Friday 17th
December.
I would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year.
Thanks to parents and carers for your continued support.
Best wishes
Juliet Hudson

Year 11 getting into Christmas
spirit!
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Downs View Link College
Room 6 at Downs View Link College have been very busy. We have helped to make a banoffee
pie, go on outdoor trips including the One garden at Stanmer Park, join in for sensory stories
and musical activities.
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Downs View Life Skills
College
Dear learners, parents and carers,
The Autumn Term is finishing. Learners have demonstrated excellent resilience
to some constant changes, probably for their willingness to return and engage
in their college life. It has been a pleasure to see so many smiley faces during
the last few weeks of college, during work experiences, lessons, discussions at
the Learners boards, the Inclusive Theatre, Inclusive Dance workshop and
Christmas celebrations. I would like to thank all staff for their perseverance and
dedication to make all these opportunities a meaningful reality for the learners.
I have seen great achievements from successfully completing work experience at the Junk Food
Project or The Shelter, showing anticipation and spontaneous interaction at the right rhythm
during TacPac, to making choices independently to self-regulate in the right place at the right
time. Teams are getting everything ready for the start of the next term which will bring new
Downs
College opportunities, as well as other external workshops such as oral hygiene
learningLink
class-based
Tel– 01273 558622
Surrenden
Roadamong others.
and road safety
Email– @downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk
Brighton
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.
BN1
7FP
Thank
you,
Raul Ortiz
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Downs View Life Skills
College
We recently had our Christmas celebration. All learners and staff participated in making
Christmas Chutney, we practiced our collaboration and choice-making skills. We hope you all
liked it! We have also had an inclusive dance workshop by parable dance. Learners enjoyed
having a great role model as an instructor. Visibility and aspirations are very important.
We have managed to have our Learner's Board with some sessions altogether, learners engaged and participated well with others while they discussed and made meaningful choices
with a whole college approach. We have a new partnership for our work experience - The
Junk Food Project. Learners felt very proud about what they are achieving and the
opportunities they have had.
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Downs View Life Skills College
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Dear Parents/Carers,
On behalf of the Friends I want to say a huge thank you to all our wonderful
families and DV community for your support and understanding in what was
another very different term for us with no on site events able to run.
However, thanks to Cath Bailey, Lana Hall and Harriet Rafferty, a fantastic
Christmas wreath making evening was held at Al Campo Lounge earlier in the
month, with all profits coming to the Friends. Thank you so much to them for their
time, expertise and providing some much needed festive joy!
Another big thank you must go to Nickie Poulton who once again organised our
Christmas Raffle which was drawn on Wednesday. A huge job distributing all the
tickets, collecting in the money and making sure all went smoothly. Thank you to
the staff generally as well for dealing with everything coming in via school bags!
Lana Hall did us proud again with two stunning hampers made up from generous
donations.
Thank you to everyone who bought tickets. We will let you know in due course how
much was raised.
A personal thank you from me to all the committee members, whether they are
post holders, regulars or those who support when they can, you are all valued and
appreciated.
Wishing everyone a very safe and happy Christmas from the Friends!
Looking forward to seeing you all soon!
Lisa Burgess, Chair
on behalf of the Friends

EMAIL: friends@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk
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