Downs View Newsletter
Friday 11th February 2022
General Information Newsletter: No.4

Term Dates
Spring Term
4th Jan-11th Feb
21st Feb-8th Apr
Summer Term
25th Apr-27th May
7th June-20th July

INSETS
Monday 6th June
Thursday 21st July

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are all keeping safe and well. It is hard
to believe that we have already reached half term
— it won’t be long now until spring is on the way!
It has been another tricky term with Covid and I
would just like to say a big thank you to all our families for your support through this. Hopefully things
will start to improve soon.
Despite the ongoing issues with Covid, we have
enjoyed a very busy term, our students and learners have still been
able to do a variety of amazing things over the last few weeks as you
will see from this newsletter.
This term we also held our parent/carer progress meetings which are
so important for keeping up to date with your child’s progress. It was
great to see those parents that were able to come in for face to face
meetings. We are hopeful that there will be more opportunities for
this next term.
A letter was sent out recently regarding vacancies for parent/carer
governors and I just wanted to let you know that this can include
grandparents. If you know of anyone that may be interested, please
do contact me.
Covid permitting, I am hopeful that next term we will be able to welcome our parents/carers back on the school site for a coffee morning.
I will send the details out next term so please look out for them—it
will be lovely to see you all.
I hope you all have an enjoyable break and we look forward to seeing
the students and learners back on Monday 21st February.
Best wishes
Vanessa
Absence From School/College
If your child is going to be absent from school/college please call on the numbers below and leave a voicemail before 8am. It is important that you do this so
that we can arrange safe staffing levels for every class.
School -01273 601680
Link College—01273 507719
Life Skills - 01273 551028

Downs View School
Primary
Hi Everyone,
I hope everyone is keeping well and I wish you all a good half term week. We have many
events and activities planned to look forward to in the second half of the spring term. We will
be taking part again this year in Veg Power events from the 28th February, all classes will be
involved in promoting healthy eating, creating art work using vegetables and other activities.
We will have the Wildheart team coming into school to run sensory storytelling workshops on
the 18th March– the workshop will be themed around the adventures of Cyril the squirrel in the
midnight forest, and will feature some of the same characters as Wildheart.
We will be running leaf workshops which are sensory activities for primary classes focusing on
decorating cut out fabric leaves using a variety of things such as sticky vinyl or fabric crayons.
A big thank you to all parents/carers, the home to school transport team and everyone else for their on going support.
Best Wishes, Bea
This term, Rabbits have been finding out all about Asia and have focused on the different animals that live
there. We took a trip to Drusillas to collect some facts and see some animals that live in Asia and some of us
had a go at writing a fact about the Giant Panda. Rabbits have also been exploring multi-sensory mark making and letter formation and have used shaving foam, lentil, rice and flour to explore different shapes, letters
and numbers.

Downs View School
Warren Road
Woodingdean
BN2 6BB

Tel: 01273 601680
Email: office@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk

Downs View School
Secondary
Hello all,
Thank you to all families for their continuing support with the challenges that
Covid brings and the impact it has had on us all. Throughout this term and in
spite of these challenges, the secondary students have demonstrated their resilience and positivity. One of the highlights of my day is being on the gate and
welcoming so many smiling faces, then walking around the school seeing all
the fantastic learning opportunities the students are engaged with and then at
break time watching what was previously two schools playing together. Hopefully, next term we will be able to reintroduce more opportunities for the
students to enjoy activities with their friends who may be in other classes. Next term we have
already planned a dance workshop, being part of the Queens baton relay, e-safety sessions from
Safetynet and virtual assemblies from Knockhatch Park, where we are hoping some of our year
11s will gain valuable work experience.
Enjoy the half term and take care Jackie

Students in 4P develop their individual and social skills during their weekly food technology
lessons, community outings and mindfulness lessons.
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Downs View Link College
Hi everyone
It has been another busy half term at DVLC. The students have been enjoying
college and have been engaging and learning well. There has been a focus on
keeping healthy and clean in PSHE lessons and so the students have been
learning about healthy foods, well-being and exercise. The students have also
had the opportunity to learn about Chinese New Year this half term, particularly
in Food Tech and Art lessons.
I know that there have also been some interesting food tasting sessions going on around college
too which has been fun.
I hope everyone enjoyed talking to teachers at parents/carers evening last week and have had
the chance to discuss student targets for this term.
Wishing everyone a happy half term.
Best wishes
Juliet

Since September ASC class have all been working towards
gaining a Joe Wicks/Hey Duggee badge. This week we have
achieved the last of the badges, 'The Power Burst Badge'.
Each student has now completed all of the workouts. Well
done everyone!
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Downs View Life Skills College
Dear learners, parents and careers,
We had some exciting projects and opportunities this term and we all feel very
excited to see how learners keep engaging in lessons and their willingness to
participate in their college routine even with the recent Covid disruptions. I appreciate it has been complex for some of you and I welcome you to contact me
again if you have further questions. Staff continue to demonstrate a passion
and dedication to ensure the learners receive the best experience at college,
and I am deeply grateful for it.
Some learners have been able to re-start their work experience. It is delightful to see so many
proud faces when they return from their placements, some examples include The Gardener Cafe
and Canteen where learners have been preparing and serving food, Eden Perfumes and The
Shelter. Learners from room 3 and 4 can also see their art work being displayed in an exhibition
at Hove train station too. Additionally, others are accessing the table cricket coaching sessions
Downs Link College
Tel– 01273
558622
by Sussex Cricket, and hopefully we will participate again in a regional competition
soon. This
Surrenden Road
Email–
term we are also looking forward to the Oral Hygiene and
Road@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk
Safety workshops by external
Brighton
providers, and ongoing work for the Art Awards.
BN1 7FP
Best regards,
Raul
The temporary art exhibition in Hove train station waiting room. Has been updated with some
pictures from Room 3 & 4.
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Downs View Life Skills College
Ryan and William really enjoy visits from Flo
the therapy dog. They
like to pet Flo gently,
give her treats, play
fetch and take her for
short walks around the
college grounds.

On Fridays, Ryan goes to the shop to buy
ingredients for his lunch. He turns on the
ovens, prepares the food and waits for everything to cook.

Emily enjoys exploring college to find
books that she likes. She brings them
back to her classroom to read and look
at the pictures.

Oscar helps to take the dirty plates and
cutlery from lunchtime and load them
into the dishwasher in the common
room.
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Emily enjoys taking part in ‘messy play’
with her favourite staff members. She
likes to pretend the shaving foam is
snow and we are stuck in a big storm.
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Dear Parents/Carers
Brighton Marathon Weekend 10k Run - 10th April 2022
That time of year is upon us again and with just under two months to go, we still
have places available for those keen runners amongst you!

Whether you’re new to running, or been pounding the pavements for years, come
and take part and raise money for our amazing young people. Maybe you run with
a friend, so encourage them to take part too!
It would be fantastic to fill all our 10k places and wave you off in your Friends of
Downs View running tops on 10th April after all the disruption to the event of the
last two years.
For more information and to book your place contact - lisaburgess777@gmail.com
Let’s make it a great day, bringing us together and raising money!

Lisa Burgess
on behalf of the Friends

EMAIL: friends@downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk

•

www.friendsofdownsview.org.uk

Charity no: 1013621 • www.justgiving.com/FriendsofDownsViewSchool • www.facebook.com •

Book a place in Albion's Inclusion Room for upcoming games.
Further information on:
https://www.brightonandhovealbion.com/news/2297726

Places are limited and on a first-come first-served basis.
Level 1 training costs £15.00 per person.
Level 1 & 2 together is £35 per person
Level 3 costs £40 per person
Dates & Times vary.
To book your place, please visit www.sports.brightonhove.gov.uk/events

