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Term Dates
Summer Term
7th June-20th July
Autunm Term
5th Sept-16th Dec
Spring Term 2023
3rd Jan-31st March
Summer Term 2023
17th April-20th July
INSETS

Monday 6th June 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022
Thursday 1st Sept 2022
Friday 2nd Sept 2022
Friday 11th Nov 2022
Monday 5th June 2023
Friday 21st July 2023

Friends of Downs View
Summer Fun Day -Sat 25th
June

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are all keeping well and enjoying the
lovely weather we have had recently. The current
school year seems to be flying past and it is hard
to believe that we are already half way through
the Summer term.
We have all been very busy since returning after
the Easter break, we have had the Children’s Parade, Hindleap, the swap shop, Open House and
Arts Week amongst many other things.
We also had a visit from Jiraffe and Rifton with some adapted
trikes . The pupils absolutely loved this session and they kindly donated one of the trikes to us afterwards. We would like to thank
them for this and for putting on such a fabulous day for us.
I would like to say congratulations to some of the students in Dan’s
class at DVLC for winning the Virtual Schools art competition. It
really is an amazing achievement and I am very proud of you all!
You will be able to see their super artwork in the DVLC section of
this newsletter.
Finally today we have had the March of the Elephant fundraising
event on the school site. It all went really well and I look forward to
sharing with you the amount raised and of course some photos in
the next newsletter.
I hope you all have a lovely half term break and we will see the
students back at School and College on Tuesday 7th June.
Best wishes
Vanessa

Absence From School/College
If your child is going to be absent from school/college please call on the numbers
below and leave a voicemail before 8am. It is important that you do this so that
we can arrange safe staffing levels for every class.
School -01273 601680
Link College—01273 507719
Life Skills - 01273 551028

Downs View School
Hello all,
It is so lovely to be writing this update on a sunny day with some classes out at
Hindleap Activity Centre and life at school is back to it’s vibrant, eclectic self.
We are nearly approaching the end of another half term and time to reflect on what
we all have achieved in such a short space of time, thanks to the support of all the
staff team, teachers, support staff, admin, site team – all of which work together to
make sure we meet the needs of our pupils.
My highlights have been seeing children mix between groups and make friends
across the school site, whether that be in the outdoor learning area, at the Nuffield
football pitch or out on trips. We are encouraging all to reconnect with nature, as
was the theme of the children’s parade, which was fabulous and a huge thanks to all who got involved
and a special mention to Emilie (Teddy’s mum) and her family and friends.
Next term the focus for the children in secondary Y10 and Y11 will be their transition to their next educational provision, wherever that may be and saying goodbye to all our leavers, details to follow soon
but for those children leaving the site the leavers assemblies will be on the afternoon of the 13th July
and families are welcome to attend.
I hope the sun continues to shine for half term and you enjoy the break.
Take care, Jackie

Hindleap Visits and the Children’s Parade
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Downs View School
Hi everyone,
I hope you are all well. It has been another busy term for us in Primary.
On Wednesday 18th May we had Jiraffe (a paediatric equipment supplier)
visit Downs View for the day along with specialist Lori Prots from Rifton in
America (all pictured below). They brought 8 specialist paediatric trikes
with them of 3 different sizes. A circuit was drawn up in the new hall to
make the session engaging for the children. The session was great for
promoting activity and independence and the children that participated
loved it. After the session they kindly donated one of the trikes to school
(pictured below) we are so very grateful to them for this and the children look forward to using
it over the coming months.
We have also enjoyed the children’s parade, the leaf workshops, primary assemblies and
Hindleap.
Big thank you to our staff team for all their hard work and to our parents/carers that continue
to support us. I wish you all a relaxing break with hopefully lots of sunshine!
Best Wishes, Bea
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Downs View Link College
Hi everyone,
This half term has flown by and we are all enjoying the summer term at DVLC. Our
Swap Shop was very successful last week and the students seemed to really enjoy it.
Well done to everyone in Tania's class for organising it so well. I also want to say congratulations to students in Dan's class for winning a prize for their collaborative piece in
a local art competition.
The Fab Cafe has now reopened on a Tuesday morning and pupils from DVS popped
into the cafe this week which was really nice.
I hope everyone has a great half term week. Let's hope the sun shines.
Best wishes
Juliet
Class 6 at the Link College have been making the most of the glorious weather this term and been
getting out and about in the wild and rugged places of Worthing, Saddlescombe and Ditchling. The
highlights have been a visit to a butterfly garden, taking in all the beautiful flora and fauna and experiencing giant butterflies landing on our heads , hands and toes.
The class enjoyed an amazing trip to see Roly and Camilla at their farm in Saddlescombe We saw
the new born lambs, pigs, free range hens and an affectionate sheepdogs called Sky. Everyone engaged and enjoyed time on the farm.
Last of all there is an amazing voluntary place called “CYCALL” based in Worthing, who work with a
range of different people around Sussex providing biking experiences in adapted bikes. Thank you
so much to all the helpers at CYCALL and the experience and fun our pupils had on a road trip like
no other!!!
It’s certainly has been an adventurous start to the college summer term and we look forward to more
places to see, experience, and partake in.
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Downs View Link College
Virtual School Art Competition Winners!
Congratulations to Axel, Jacob, Tari, Dante & Kevin who won the Virtual School Art
Competition 2022 for the group entries. The artwork made by the students is below, inspired
by Kandinsky and with a focus on collaboration; aiming to gain engagement and interaction
between the students, they made their own concentric circles using a range of media - chalk,
stamps, fabric, papers, paint etc. and it measures around 1m x 1.5m.
There artwork is proudly displayed in their classroom but there are plans for it to be exhibited
elsewhere in the city during the summer.
The piece they made speaks for itself as a wonderful example of abstract collaborative work
and they should all be super proud of themselves!
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Downs View Life Skills College
Dear learners, parents and careers,
This term has gone very quickly. Learners have continued to develop their life and/or work
skills. This week we opened the college for two days for visitors, family and friends and we have
witnessed fantastic group work as part of our Open House. It was lovely to see the community
coming together to celebrate their art achievements, see stunning pieces of art and performances including Iranian dance, Irish poetry, Canadian music, an African musical performance and
German poems made by the learners. Learners have been working towards achieving their Art
Awards and we have also raised money towards the college enterprise. Learners have received
more than £400 that has gone towards Art supplies, cake and drink ingredients and plants that
the learners have been cultivating during the Spring and Summer term. Patcham community
has been very welcoming and got involved in the plant selling project and we are very grateful to them!
Thank you very much to all learners and staff for their incredible hard work and resilience to put the Open House
together!
As part of accessing the local community curriculum, learners have also started to participate in the Pizza Express
workshops, going to a local swimming pool, going to the Brighton Museum and Royal Pavilion and attending oral
hygiene workshops run by nurses. After half term we have exciting events, such as the Speak Out workshops, DisTel– 01273 558622
cover Ability day, a previous leavers reunion and the prom.
Email– @downsview.brighton-hove.sch.uk
Best regards, Raul

Life Skills College is very proud to present the Art week and the open house 2022!!!
The theme of the year was “All around the world”
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Downs View Life Skills College
The learners of Life Skills College took part and were inspired by many different artists and techniques this year!!!
* Rosaria Gracia who is a dance and health specialist. She taught us routines
from Ghana, Brazil and India.
* Ruby Dine, who works for rocket artists and produces poetry and paintings.
* A workshop based on Adinkra printing. The learners learnt some of the symbols
and worked collaboratively and created their own design by stamping different
symbols onto cloth. This was displayed as part of the share section of the art
awards.

Each learner created a canvas based on a country and type of art they explored as a class. This has
been displayed as part of the Open House exhibition and can be sold to members of the public or parents if interested. As part of the sharing section of the arts awards each class has decided a country
and type of performance to explore: dance, poetry and music
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Downs View Life Skills College
As part of the open house each learner exhibited their work, some performed and others were involved in running the open house, plant selling and café.
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Downs View
MP Climate Emergency Question Time
Downs View Link College students attended a City-wide climate emergency question time on
Zoom where secondary school students across the City asked important questions linked to
the climate crisis to our local MPs Caroline Lucas, Lloyd Russell-Moyle and Peter Kyle, along
with Samer Bagaeen, Conservative councillor for Hove Park ward. Our students asked the
following question;
‘With the rising cost of electricity disproportionately affecting children
and young people with disabilities and special needs who need to
charge hoists, hospital beds, communication devices etc, what funding/
support do you or your party propose to help them deal with the rising
costs?’
Caroline Lucas highlighted her effort on a policy to get homes in her
constituency insulated to be more energy efficient. It was a good event
to raise the profile of our needs as a community and our students felt
like their voice was represented. Hopefully there will be more opportunities for our students to have more of these courageous conversations
across the City as part of the Our City, Our World project!
Swap Shop
Year 13 hosted the first Swap Shop on Thursday 19th May which was
a huge success with every class coming to visit and swapping their unwanted clothes, books, DVDs, toys etc with some 'new' items. There
was a real buzz in the college and the swap shop taught our students
the skills of setting up a shop but more importantly re-enforced the 6Rs
of Sustainability which are Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
and Repair. We will run a swap shop each term at the link college so
please do continue to send in any unwanted gifts or pre loved items in
good condition and thank you for all of your contributions to this event.
Circular Economy Trip
Downs View have signed up for The Brighton and Hove Schools Circular Economy Project and were lucky enough to visit the tech takeback
shop Revaluit and the Waste House at the Old Steine. This project
helps students learn about business models that reduce waste through
reusing, repurposing and repairing. Students really enjoyed the trip and
hands on experience of taking apart laptops in the Revaluit shop on
North Street as well as learning that the cladding on the waste house is
made from 2,000 used office carpet tiles! There will be more information
about the tech takeback project in future newsletters.
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